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The Imagery in Oedipus the King
	The term imagery in literature could be expressed as a creation of images in the likeness of things or even a creation of mental pictures (Foster n.d.). Imagery is applied in writing to ensure that the reader gets a sense of realness as well as reality to the stories. Oedipus the King applies the imagery of light as well as darkness in every scene of the play. However, light is perceived as truth as well as goodness. On the other hand, darkness could be perceived as bad, darkness or evil. Oedipus the King utilizes imagery on the basis of light and darkness. "You live your life in one continuous night of darkness" (Edmunds 26). Oedipus Rex is fraught with imagery involving physical disabilities, which may showcase the symbolic meaning tied to sight as well as his scars throughout the story that allows the perception of true “sight” to change from simply seeing to grasping a real understanding of the world and your place in its infinite algorithm. "You cannot see but you understand the city's distress" (Lauriola 149). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The scars on Oedipus’s feet are the first important symbol in the story, signaling that Oedipus is already tied to his fate and will be forever defined by his predisposed destiny given to him by the Gods. At the age of three, Oedipus’s parents had a prophecy implying that he would end up killing his father one day. The parents opted to pierce and bound his feet as they sent him away to be abandoned on a mountainside. He was lucky to survive the incident but maintained scars on his feet. Moreover, the name Oedipus in Greek means swollen foot. His scarred feet indicate that he may have been marked for suffering since he was a child. Such indication further explains the idea applied by Sophocles that human beings lack power in the face of the gods. Oedipus seems to have been mysteriously damned since he cannot do much about the situation. Additionally, the scars also demonstrate his ignorance because his name emanates from the scarred feet (which may be the keys to establishing his identity), but he fails to acknowledge his true identity until it’s too late.     
The all-knowing Tiresias’s blindness is not only ironic but also used as a symbol in order to build up the idea presented in the novel that what you see on the surface might be dramatically different than the truth. In the second episode, Sophocles highlights the argument between Oedipus and Tiresias to demonstrate the difference between sight and insight. As the argument continues, it is evident that both Tiresias and Oedipus have sights but in different perspectives. The implication is that Oedipus demonstrates a physical sight (i.e., he is only able to see the physical environment) hence he is not in a position to understand the argument put forward by Tiresias. "You see straight now but then you will see darkness" (Tiresias 28). On the other hand, Tiresias appears to be physically blind, however, he demonstrates some insight (i.e., he is capable of understanding the situation) which could be linked to his strong connection with the gods by being one of their prophets. "He sets this magician on me, a lying quack, keen sighted for what he can make, but blind in prophecy." (Oedipus 26-27). The ultimate indication of Oedipus blindness regarding the activities happening around him is when he blinds himself after discovering the truth. When Oedipus realizes such irony, he opts to blind himself since he intends to avoid bearing witness to more horror. Besides, he blinded himself since he intends to uphold his ignorance regarding the evil that has unfolded and he doesn’t wish to witness them with his own eyes. Sophocles juxtaposes such action as demonstrated by Oedipus to the scene whereby the truth is ultimately revealed so as to emphasize the point that Oedipus didn’t notice the moment coming. Moreover, at the moment when Oedipus opts to spear his eyes, he portrays what he has been for almost the entire play, i.e., blind. "He ripped out the golden pins with which her clothes were fastened, raised them high above his head, and speared the pupils of his eyes" (Knox & Sophocles 71).    
Oedipus’s self-mutilation at the end of the story symbolizes a permanent reminder of the grief he has gone through as well as the end of his painful journey to discovering the truth about his fate that has haunted him his whole life. Oedipus initially demonstrates the tendency of discharging his aggressive impulses on other people. "Be dark forever now-eyes that saw those you should have never seen, and failed to recognize what you longed to see" (Lauriola 149). However, he also portrays the tendency of discharging such impulses on himself if he discovers that he is thwarted regarding his initial objective. Oedipus demonstrates the actions of self-mutilation and self-killing as a way of turning the self-aggressions which were initially meant for others to himself. This is a mechanism applied by Sophocles to portray self-destruction (Knox & Sophocles 71). When Oedipus realizes the truth based on his past, he feels that he should live no more since he thinks that he is accursed. He feels that he should kill the person he holds responsible for his woe, i.e., the significant other. He eventually gouges out his eyes as a way of demonstrating a suicidal behavior.
Throughout the entire play, there is a recurring theme indicating that some characters are blind while others have full sight. Those who are perceived to be blind are portrayed to be on the enlightened side. For instance, Tiresias, although a blind prophet, he has an insight that helps him to acknowledge the things around him hence granting Oedipus the opportunity to discover his flaws. "Be dark forever now-eyes that saw those you should have never seen, and failed to recognize what you longed to see" (Edmunds 28). Tiresias tells Oedipus that he may never be able to tell who he is sharing his house with. Oedipus finds it almost impossible to establish how such things could take place and ends up stating that Tiresias is stupid and a traitor too. Tiresias responds in anger by stating that, “Those clear-seeing eyes will be blinded” (Knox & Sophocles 71) Moreover, Oedipus does not see that he would have to gouge his eyes since he had brought the curse on their land. Oedipus somehow represents a tragic hero in waiting since it only takes some time for him to establish his terrible sins. He eventually realizes that he is the curse on the land, his brothers’ father, and his mother’s husband. 
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